ABDUCTED!!

In the early hours of Monday night/Tuesday morning 7-8 November, thieves broke into our aviary in Binfield and stole our male Harris’ Hawk, Maverick. (Harris Hawks are birds of prey from Mexico but popular with UK falconers)

This was not an opportunist theft - the burglar knew the basics of handling hawks and must have come prepared. 

But we can’t believe that another falconer would be involved in this, so we are very concerned that the thief may not know how to look after Maverick properly (it’s not straightforward) and could kill him through inexperience.

Sadly, also, we think the thief must be local or at least use the lanes round Binfield frequently, since we are a little off the beaten track and not too many people would be aware of where Maverick was kept.

CAN YOU HELP?

Do you know of anyone who has suddenly acquired a bird of prey which squawks a lot (Maverick is very ‘vocal’ until he has been fed)

It’s easy to lose a hawk if you are inexperienced at flying them, so Maverick might have escaped from the burglar and be living free somewhere locally. Have you seen him?

· He is about the size of a pigeon or crow, dark brown with reddish-brown markings

· The ends of his tail feathers are white, his legs, feet and face are yellow and he has a hooked beak 

· He has a leg-bell which jingles when he moves – a real giveaway!!

· He has leather straps (called jesses) attached to his legs

· (of course these last two might have been cut off….)

Maverick also has a distinguishing feature that will allow us to identify him easily ‘over the phone’ if he’s found.

REWARD
Maverick is not a particularly valuable bird, but he’s very important to us; we just want him back and safe. We will pay a cash reward to anyone who locates him or returns him. We will ask no questions 
PLEASE CALL ROBERT ON 07710 613 980 IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT MIGHT HELP US

